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A brief Review o{ the 1943 Season
R. E, %eller
Market regorts on grapes were issued from the Benton Harbor, Michigan office, from August 22 to
<0,

October 1943,
' National Situation

Grapes were one of the few fruit crops in the country during 1943 o have increased yields both
over average and over the 1942 crop. The national 1943 grage harvest was estimated December 17,
by the Crop Reporting Board at 2,789,700 tons, compared to 2,402,150 tons in 1942 and 2,354,460
tons for the previous ten-year (1922-41) average, or 16% increase over 1942 and 18% increase over
average. lNational rail shipments of fresh grapes through January 15 amounted to 22,712 cars com?
pared to 31,029 cars a year ago to date and to final 1942 fo#wardings of &1,139 cars.

Commercial production of grapes in Michigan is located principa.ll% in the southwestern part of the
State and is centered largely in Berrien and VanBuren counties. The piincipal variety is Concordss
Limited production is also maintained in Champions, iloores Zarly, Niegaras, Delawares and 'ordens.
The Champion is an early jell variety, maturing between August 15-31, and is the earliest variety
on the liarket. Moores Early follow Champions in maturity, maturing around Augusth 25-September 10,
according to the scason. This variety i's sold mostly on the fresh market for table and home cann-
ing use., Delawares, a white juice grape, maturing in late August are utilized mostly by champagne
makers. Concords, the yrinci}gal commercial variety, harvesteguin late September and October, ex-
cellent for table use, fresh jhice, jams and wine, move into @il these channels. Niagaras, a white
%rape maturing about the same time as Concords, is utilized mostly by wine makers for white juice

lendse
Mi ghi%gg Situation
Size, Quality and Condition of Michigan Cr

Michigan's 1942 grape harvest was estirated by the Crop Reporting .Boa,rd.o%ecember 17 at 42,400 tons.
The crop was 8% under tne 1942 production of 46,000 tons and 9% below the 10-year (1932-41) average
cs>f 46,770 tonse Grapes were the nearest to normal size of any of the major fruit crops in the

ate.

Maturity was unusually late due to cold deleyed spring, but favorable late fall weather fortunately
allowed stock to mature with almost no loss. 4&n early fall freeze would have been disasterous as
stock did not reach proper sugar ecnbtent until a week or ten days later than usuale Vineyards
were generally in good condition due to favorable returns the previous two scasons, resulting in
better care. The quality of berries when they reachcd maturity was above average.

Marketing the Michigan grape crop, usually a problem of supply and demand, was drastically changed
this season due to wartime regulations, OPA ceilings limiting prices and restriction of distribution
to processing channcls, upset normal trade proceduree Normal commercial demand this sedson far ex-
cceded supplics. Consumer demand, both for fresh table fruit end for stock in-home canning of jams
and jellics, winery demand,; and commercial processing demand was very active and stronge Varicties
zlzot affected by OPA ceilings and Coacords, moved before ceiling was effective, sold at record

cvelse .

1943 rcturns werc favorable and compared ta best scasons during prohibition era in the '20s. This,
combined with good yields, resulted in one of the best seasons in recent years. However, open mar-
ket values were not reccived due to OPA ceilings. .Ceiling prices.established September 24 rolled
back valucs on Comcords sharply from the established market levels, averagéng around $25.,00 to $50
er ton. Considerable dissatisfaction was folt over the extent of the roll-backs. Grape producers.
Ead just passcd.through an cxtrome deflationary period from 1928 to 1941, Grape farming was so
unprofitablc that many vincyards had been abandoned. From 1930 through 1940, Michigan vine count
decrcased 32% according to census figures. : Meny remaining vineyards were saddled with debb. Fair.
prices had been reccived in 1942 which helped a lot The Michigan grape industry has a history of
extremes  in price returnse.. L

The weighted average price to growers over the Benton Harbor Cash iarket emounted to $1.04 per 12-
quart basket and $.43 for 4-quart baskets. The bulk of this was early varicties and Concords sold
prior to establishment of ceiling prices. Thesc values are the best since sales have been tabulated
starting in 1931, The cquivalent of 487 carlots, . or 5,837 tons moved over the Market at these
values. Frosh juice processors paid OPA ceiling priccs of $75.00 per ton and used 21,406 tons.
“inery purchases as recorded by I{zhe' State Liquor Comuission amounted to 5,960 tomns, with a weighted
avernge price of $85,00 per ton. Varicties other than Concords selling on open market increased

the wincry average above OPA ceiling on Concords.

Bail shipments of grapes, most of which went to fresh markets prior to enactment.of the freezo
order, omounted to 195 cars and wore the heaviest in several scasons, The distribution of the 1943
crop of Concord grapes was restricted by WFA Food Order No. 80, limiting sales to processors. This
was effecctive in specific commercial areas in New York, Pemnsylvania, Ohio, Michigan and Washingtone
Due to short fruit and berry crops and limited supply of bubttor, grapes were needed to supplement
the natiocnal supply of jams and jellies for military, lease-lend and domestic needs.

Much confusion and worry resulted in the application of the freeze order. First, rumors of frecze
orders caused fresh siock buyers to rush in the market and place orders before it became effective.
Rumors of ceiling prices of roll-back proportions caused farmers to hurry stock to market before
ceilings were cffccted,’ the week prior to September 20. Most of this stock was-rushed to market
slightly imnaturce %hile the frecze order on distribution was made effcctive September 20, OPA
ceilings did not go into effect until admost a weck later. Stock undergrade and not suitable for
processing sold on the open market during this period from $10.00 to $75.00 per ton above Noe 1
stock. This price penalty for producing No, 1 fruit was subjcct to nuch commente: .

Lack of labor at processing plants at the start of the freeze progren, to handle the crop was by
far the biggest worry. The season was late with the possibility of a hard frost at any tine and
processors werc slow in taking delivery. Several neasurcs to_secure additional. nen-power for pro-
cessing plants failed and the problen was getting criticals Farmers were not able to get the enpty
lugs back to continue picking and were unable to keep harvest help working steadily,  Thss problen
was finally solved by securing prisoners of war to man the processing plants. Just as soon as this
labor was reccived, processors quickly caught up on deiiveries and were able to handle stodk before
the advent of bad weather. Lote enactment of the freeze order placed a strain on the physical han-
dling of thec stock. Many growers had sold their stock to wineries in previous seasons and depended
en wineries for lugs and trucks to haul then to plants. This change in distribution right at har-
vesting tinec caught then unprepared and considerable worry and tine was spent in assenbling con-
tainers and securing trucks for hauling. :

( Continued Over )
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AIOUNT OF GRAPES USED BY MICHIGAN JUICE PLANIS, WINERIES AND PROCESSORS & VALUE:

Total Tons Used Hej Avg. Betun Total Value
1943)State Wineries 5,860 $85,00 per ton
1943 ) Processors 21, 1406 75.00 $2,112,050
1942)State Wineries 5, 835 55,00
1942 )Processors 18, 1336 : "B5457 1,339,918
1941 15, 457 50,00 772 850
1940 12 938 42425 546 620
1939 14, 550 45427 553 000
1938 o Talsop v 52,50 . ... . 238750
1937 100956° L T 43,80 o L. 477,630 .,
1936 o ©T8y000 T 42,50 TR 340,000
1935 - 41800 - 0 26,26 120,800 .
1934 S 5,700 - - - 28,00 . o 159,600 .
1938 Co2isdz 3300 ST Tymiee
1933 3400 19,08 T 64,800
1932 : T -« T 1020
1931 : 600 - 40,C0 - o Sl 24 000 ...
1930 4, 2‘30 st s 40,00 . A 170 000 . -
1929 ) P 40,00 | _ . . 98, 720
1928 CE : ‘ 8 011 . - 3200 ' 55 352
1927 6, , 700 . o 41.50 . L 278 050
1926 - 8,620 R Y IR L e 1220
1925 Very small crop : P .
1924 3,500 76,00 o . ' 255 000

923 S 4 ,.59.0..'_. _——————— .,S.OLO.Q:_-_ e e 2 - - ..21040.Q0_ _____

ISPOoITIQN 1943 LICHIGAN GREE CHQ

1. TFresh market sales over Benton Harbor Cash lMarket R D 5,837
' (Includes sma uentity after September 20, going to : _ R
processors 48% cars moved over da.rl’et or 5,837 tons
at 12 tons per cax CoL

2. Sales to commercial processors as tabulated by FDO Admm:.strator 21,406 -

Local West Michigan processors‘ - 16,273 tons
Other processors . 5, 1133 tons
3¢ Winery %orchase., fresh stock ( ’Regorted by ilich, quuor antrol) .. 5,960 .
‘ ncords tons SO
- Niagaras ‘ . '625 tons ’ '
Delawares =~ ' . D 148 tons
Wordens S 177 tons
Moore's Early ' - 58 tons
Elviras o 12 -tons
Champions 124 tons
' Luc:. les 22 tons
6om1ng Reds S '%2 ton
. TOTALS FOR WIKE; - 44724 tons - -
*Concords (Juice 1,237 tons -

TOTAL GR&P S PURCHASED 5,960‘ tons

4e .Carlot movement not reviously reported mov ns over Benton Harbor
Cash Market and not :gestmed to proeessors ](' 5 cars reported shipped
by rail. stlmated 45 cars moving to processors, ieaving 150 barss .. _
Estinated 40% of this moved direct from farms to cars, or 60 cars
of 12 tons per car) 720

5o Truck movement ‘direct‘from farns to fresh market channels (Unavailable)

TOTAL = 34,022 tons
("‘)Thxs stock prev:.ously repor'bed in processmg tonna.gea . :
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BENTON HARBOR CASH MARKET ON GRAPES:
Note: Price ranges are for truckloads, cash to growers; 4 qt. packages are Fancy Tzble grade,
— _ _ 12_gbs. packages are Michigan Nos 1s and Noe. 2e L o b o e — —

tChampions § Moore's H Conecoor ds ¢t Niagaras
DATE  _: 4 qtse 4 12.gks_ 3 4 qbsa s llabs 2 _4gts_3 .,1% q,t.li 4o lZEqﬁ_sz — 312 gts
Oe Oe
Avug. 198.45
22 ,31-440
23 «30-e35
24 o25-e35 75
25 428933  +60=e75
26 (27-¢33  +50~e60
27 «30-435 75
29 -32-.36 ‘65".82 '
30 +35-438 #75=482
31 o35-040 480,91 .
Sept. 1 .35—.39 .75-090 .36OD'4Q
2 ¢33we37  ¢60-485 40
3 03lwe35  #70-485 ,
6 ¢38medl  @75=490 040-447  +80-1.00
7 035-042 .75‘.95 .40—043 .85-1015 !
8 .40 «80=490 040-048  490-1.10 +40=048 «90-1,10
9 o32-040 490-1.00 +40-e51 +90-1e25 ¢40=o51 «90-1.25
10 " 40weB0  490-1.235 ¢40-~450 +90~1.25
12 +90-1.00 ¢45w453 1,00-1.30 045~453 1.00-1.30 "
13 040-e50 1.10-1.25
14 «50-657  1u35-1e50  1415-1.235 1.05-1.10
15 ¢50+057  1e15-1,50 . 1.05~1,40 v -
16 040=e50 1,00-1420 +90-1.10
17 040me50  1,05-1.25 1,0C=-1.10
19 ' ’ ¢40-445 1,00-1.25 1.00-1.15
2l ' _ 1.00-1.25
- 22 1.20-1. 30
23 1.25-1.30
24 1.20-1.35
26 © 1le25-1450 1.10-1.35
27 1.40-1.65 1.00-1.25
28 «80-1500 1.25
29 «60- 75 1.00-1.25
30 70~ 480 1.00~1.25
Oct. 1l 070'- 090
3 064w 75 1.00-1.235
4 064w .75
5 64 75 «90=1.15
6 e64e 75
7 »75
8 ¢70= 475
10 . . 070- .75 385“1.15
11 " - @70~ o75
13 «71= 75
A e e ———— e ———— - o o o20= 275 -

BENTON HARBOR CASH MARKET TRUCK CARLOT EQUIVALENTS - GRAPES .
Daily movement over the Market, calculated with the following carlot equivalents: 4 gt. packages
3,600 to_the_car, 12_qt. packages 1,200 fo the cars _ _ . o e m et s

DATE ;:_Carlot Equivelent:DATE _:Carlot_Fguivalent:DAIE ;Carlot Eguivalent: DATE_:Carlot_Equivalents
27 1 , v % 1 % Oct. 5 et

UL e Sept. Se toz 6
8 25 1 P 8 2 P 22 -5
26 1 9 5 23 4 7 .
27 0 10 4 24 8 8 -3
28 Bate 11 Sate 25 Sat., 9 - Sate
29 3 12 9 ] 5 10 - 3
30 2 13 1 27 8 11 0
<31 3 14 8 28 17 12 1
Sept. 1 4 15 25 29 - 14 - 13- -0
2 4 16 49 30 12 e BdE__
3 3 17 63 Octe 1 9 - '
‘4 Sat. © 18 Sate o “Sate . SEASON L
5 Sun, 19 136 © 3 11 TOTAL 487
e _6_ __ 4 _ o __20 8 _4_._...3_(#1.I_1<=.l-u_d_%s_§_ome.u.nr_e;zutxlad.)
revious
JARY OF GRAPE MOVEENT %lg AVERAGE FRICES ON BENTON HARBOR CASH MARKET P Y
(Season (Carlot E%uiva.lents (Value: 12-gtse d-gts. ) Total Value)
1931 1,328 : $.27 $.12 512,308
1932 2,885 15 08 537,518
1933 1,786 .18 .12 523,845
1934 1,837 .23 w12 657,790
. 1935 1,643 ’ .18’ ell 460,849 .
1936 820 . «35 016 : 431,205
1937 1,800 o2l «12 : 501,713
1938 124 45 25 74,560
19339 1,376 o2l 12 392,816
1940 1,542 .20 12 424,803
1941 617 42 «18 333,348
1942 904 +50 24 581,753
1943 . o~ 487 o o e e - 1.0 _ = 43 o - 626,289, -
PRODUCTION_OF GRAPES 1943 SEASON WITH COMPARISGNS-Heleased by Crop Reporting Board, Washington,DsCe
PRINCIPAL: _ _ _ _ Production_ i/ — — — o — — ~ : :PRIH&PT&L L _Pgmdgc_ﬁ on Y o
STATES  : Average : : $3STATES  : Average !
——— e 31932=4L s 1942 3 _ X243 i 3 1932-41 _*_ 1942 _ 1 - 1943 . . _
Tons Tong™ ‘"
Conn, . 1,550 1,100 700  Virginia 2,060 1,800 - - ‘1,100
New York 63,190 69,600 36,000 N.Care 6,150 6,400 . 5,200
New Jersey 2,680 2,600 2,100 Kentucky 2,000 2,000 - 1,800
Pae . .18,000 21,500 15,300 Tennessee 2,170 2,700 : 12,000
Ohio 25,130 22,400 - 17,900 Arkansas 9,480 8,400 7,300
Indiana. 3,750 2,800 2,100 Oklahoma 3,040 3,100 72,300
- Illinois 5,340 4,300 2,900  Texas 2,380 ~ - 2,200 - 2,200
MICHIGAN 46,770 46,000 427400  Washington 7,440 14,900 14, 300
e B R B
11580UTL ’ ’ ’ 1le - £y ’ - 23244, —
Nebraska 1,870 1,800 ) 1,400 %%' sSe_ 2, 5&.&8% — 29402,150 _ _ 2,782,700
Kansas 2,970 3,600 _ 2,200 {1/)¥or ‘some States in certain years,production
Delaware 1,630 14200 1,000 includes some guantities unharvested on account

- ——— —— = = = — — — Qf parked oDditiodSe - e e e~ -
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" JOBBING SALES OF MICEIGAN GRAPES IN HVIPORTANT I\JAHKE”S
Prices for 4-gt. climax baskets are Fancy Table grade; lZ—qt. clme.x baskets are Mlchlgan No. 1's

ise_s Qe o o e T e e i i et e i
wleasopeniae S B I_.E_.A.“C:_0._‘_.-__._..'-.:_=...-.~_M__I.E.N CAFOLIS.
DATE ! Moores Early . H Chagplgns) 4 ‘Co‘noorig e parE N T _Qo_g,cg_rgi_g —z = o

H ts._ 3 S, S . 3 sh__..a.__..._t__.._s_._;.,___ s__._.
Septs 7 S ST JE.% == i Sept. 20~ 45780 " T.70-1.60
9 .45—- .55 ‘52 o - 2?1 - 970 1.75-1.90
10  +48- 452 1425 ;e C ) : 23 W70 .. 1.65-1.90 .
13 b 54w 258  1420w1:40 24 L,70 © 1.65-1.90
14 57 ' ) e55=~ ¢80  1.25-1,50Q- 7% _ 1.50-1.75 .
16 " B0= o8B0  1e25-1.40 29" 1.50-1.75"
17 ' 1940- v55 '90'-1‘35 . 30 s . - .73
20 : ‘648~ o52 . 1le15-1.40 . . ’ : ' .
21 -52- 065 ’ 1' 35"1040 [
22 =15 - 150175
24 ' 1.50
27 1.50 .
28 1440-1.65
29 ¢85-1.35
30 ' «81
Ocbe & o o e e =
T Y IICIIIIIAIACTA X EE CIC-CIICCC : __S.Z-_.ZQQ_Iﬁ__
¢ _ _ _Chempjons_ _ _ § _ ioores Ear_y___ — ;:_ - __Cang_o_z_'_dg — e eu¥ oo . _ -Concords __ - -
DATE _: 4 gbs_ _.:_,12 t8 3 4 qts 3 12 gbs_ =¥ A gbs: _12 gbs. _ s _4dgts ¢ _ 12 g
Aug. 30 $0 9-— 940 .O [} N
31 #39
Septe 1 +423- 443 .90-1. co
2 o38= 443 «90 °
7 40 ©
8 ) ¢40- ¢45 S e
2] ’ «53 1.00 -
13 e e 55 1.15-1425 A
14:  KANSAS CITY t «55 1ls15-1.25
15 Concords’ : : . «60w ¢63 1.40-1.50 - 1.75~1.85
16 4 qts _: 12 gbs _: : +56 1.25-1.30 - 1.65-1.75
17 $1.40-1,75 _ - 045w 050 1010-1.20 455~ ,60 1,40-1.65
20° v50= ¢55 164368-1.35 »55- 60 1,55-1.75
21 1.60-1.65 ] . , e52= o665  1.,35-1.50
22 1.55=1.65 ‘ «55 1.50-1475
23 L,70 1.65 : § _ 1.75
24 70 I.60-1.75 : - ' . i 1.50
27 ’ ' 1.75-2425
28 1.60-1.75 . ‘ 1.50-2.25
29 1.50-1.75 : 1.50-1.75
30 _ 1,50-1.65 - . 1.60-1.75
Octs 1 1450-1.75 : R T e 81 . . 1e10-1.50
4 o : S l 25~1.35

CARLOT DIST RIBU‘I‘ION Q_MICHIG-AN GRAPE SHIPI.’ZENTS 1943 SEASON‘

e - . e S e m— e w— - e o oo e S S et N RS e B e e e e e e e e . — -

State & {State & i State & .o .
City o o o Cars 3City. _ _ _ . o o o Cars_ i1 City _ . _ _ ‘-~ — — Qars _
Colorado Missouri South Dakota .
Denver 2 Kansas City 5 Aberdeen |, = | 1
St. Louis 2 Huron . .. 1
Illinois Total 7 Sioux Falls _2
Blue Island 6 Total i 4
Nebraska
Icwa Lincoln 1 [Tennessee
Des Moines 1 Norfolk 1 Memphis L1
Esterville 1 Total 2 -
Mason City 1 Texas :
Sioux City 1 New Jersey Irnllas R
Total 4  Egg barbor 4 -
Wisconsin . :
Kansas New York Eau Claire 1’
Hays 1 Fredonia 10 HMilwaukee 2
Hutchinson 1 Highland 18 Sheboygan T
Salina 1 Pern Yan 1l Total o4
Total 3 Milton 4  GRAYD TOTAL 195
Rheims . .- 8 o ' .
Kentucky Thiems v -1 SUMARY BY S"’ATES'
Louisville 3 Total . 42 Colora.cxo 2
. .. Illinois 6
Michigan North Dakota - Iowa 4
Detroit - 40 Bismarck ) . R Kansas '3
Ishpeming ‘1 DBevils Lake 1 Kentucky 3
St. Johns 7 Fargo 2 . Michigan 48
Total : : ©.. 48 Grand Forks . . 2 Minnesota 52
: ‘ ifinot o .. 1 . Wissouri 7
Minnesota = - -~ o -Total 7 Nebraska 2
Al exander o . 1 - New Jersey 4
Brainard -1 tho New York 42
Duluth - 4 ¢incinnati 1 North Imkota 7
Mankato -2 Cleveland 2 Ohio 4
Marshall « 1 Toledo 1 South Dakota 4
Minneapolis 25 Total 4 Tennessee 1
Ste Cloud °* 2 Texas P
Ste Paul 14 Wisconsin _4
Wilmgr -1 GRAKD TOTAL 195
Winona -1
Total 52

S e T e e e — e e e s e e e e e e e G e s T e e St B . . e M e e e e - o o -t = —— o e - to— —r— o—



